09/07

Anniversaries

Warren & Bonnie Gray

09/01
09/07
09/07
09/11
09/13
09/14

09/10

John & Joanne Combs

Birthdays

Alice Lenox
Jason Edwards
Alice Schroeder
Audrell Howard
Vickie Oneto
Dale Howze

09/17
09/18
09/19
09/21
09/30

Tim Franke
Mary Lou Putskey
Allen Dewitt
Peggy Wilson
John Combs

Prayer List
Mary Andersen
John Britton
Barbara Campbell
Alan Crowe
Barbara Crum
Yvonne Daume
Marty Drabek
Linda Dykas
Patsy Dyson
Mardell Franke
Tim Franke

Karla Garland
Ron Garland
Walker Hayes
Carol Hazlett
Demetra Jones
Jud Joyce
Paul Kneuss
Carson Linderman
Lela MacLeod
Diane Maddox

Christy Miller
Jeff Neil
Brian Oles
Suzann Parrish
James Pynn
Dave Reifsteck
Bill Sisunik
Sue Steiert
Larry Stickwood
Sam Tillett
Laverne Torgerson

Prayers for the family of Aayden Sammons, who passed away on August 21, 2020
Pray for those in the Armed Force
Sr. Airman J. Haas
LSC (SS) M. E. Edwards
Corporal A. Lawson, USMC
Capt. C. McCubrey, USMC
L. Cpl. N. Schneider, USMC
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L. Brooking, USAF
D. Henderson, USAF
M. Swanson, USAF

Dear Friends –
I don’t know about you, but I can scarcely believe that it is already September! Things are
very different now than they were last year at this time. In September 2019, the church was
busy with Bible Studies, committee meetings, preparations for Trunk or Treat and
Thanksgiving, Stephen Ministry, Children’s programs and more. This year, we are wearing
masks and social distancing; Bible studies and committees are not meeting; planning for
future events is on hold; we have only just recently re-opened the sanctuary for in-person
worship. Indeed, things are so very different than they were last year. We are further
challenged by not knowing when or even if things will return to normal.
It almost feels as though we are experiencing change in a way that is reminiscent of a 1940’s
model by Kurt Lewin called “unfreeze, change, refreeze.” A simple illustration shows how
this idea works. To change an ice cube from a cube into a cone, you must first melt the cube
to make it amenable to change, then re-shape the ice and refreeze it into the cone shape.

Well, we are not ice cubes by any means, but we certainly have had to make some changes
during this most unusual time. And we have had to change and re-shape many of our
familiar ways of being a faith community. We have needed to work creatively to find new
ways of staying connected, of worshiping, and of serving. The exciting part of this is that we
have been able to see that, with God’s help and guidance, we can do more than we thought
possible. Just a sampling:
Every week we have offered a live worship service online. This is available through
Facebook and on our webpage. We have viewers in Canada, Michigan, Iowa,
various places around Florida and other locations. It is incredible for us to be
able to worship together from such far-flung places. Thanks to grant funding
from the Presbytery of Tampa Bay we have been able to enhance and improve
our ability to worship from a distance.
Our food pantry has stepped forward to meet the growing need in our community.
Formerly only available once a month, the pantry is open two days a week. We
have purchased a commercial refrigerator and are expanding the space available
to the food pantry to accommodate this growth. We receive fresh food, meats
and milk on a frequent basis. Since the beginning of April we have given out
1,500 bags of groceries plus countless other food and hygiene items.
Through God’s grace we have been privileged to serve take-out meals through a
United Way funded program in cooperation with Glory Days restaurants. A team
of volunteers packs the food, prepares desserts, purchases fruit and then gives the
meals out with a smile and a blessing. Over 7,000 meals have been served.
A small group of social distancing friends has been meeting in Betmar to pray
together and to stay in touch. Others have used Zoom for meetings, phone calls,
and Facebook to stay connected.
Even with all of these exciting happenings, there has been a sense of missing our one-on-one
contacts with each other. Hang in there! Change is good, we need it in order to grow, but I
think you will agree that change can also be uncomfortable. That may be what you are
feeling right now as we adjust to things such as social distancing and worshiping while
wearing masks. Let me assure you of something very important – we may change, but God
does not.
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“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). This is
something for us to remember and to hold onto during these changing times. We may be
called upon to change in order to follow Christ’s summons into the world, but the truth of
our faith never changes – Jesus Christ is Lord. I am excited to be on this marvelous,
changing, meaningful faith journey with you.
May God Bless You,
Denise

September brings Labor Day on Monday the 7th. Sadly, any Labor Day
celebrations this year will be subdued with social distancing. Honoring
workers is saddened by the fact that so many are actually out of work due to
the pandemic. Stephen Minister in-person visits are limited because phone
visitations are safer; however, we have available Stephen Ministers who will
listen in total confidentiality to the plight of anyone suffering due to this
pandemic, or hurting for any reason, any life problem. Please call Patty
Joyce at (813) 528-8565, or Roy Marks at (352) 206-0464, to arrange for a
Stephen Minister. Or call the church office to speak to Pastor Denise. If you
know someone who might want a Stephen Minister, please pass this
information along to them.
Thank You,
Your Stephen Ministers
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The First Presbyterian
Church of Zephyrhills
5510 19th Street
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
(813) 782-7412

September 2020

First
Word

“ Together We Serve”
Office Closed Except by Appointment
Office: (813) 782-7412
E-mail: Firstpcz@verizon.net
Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 AM at: Firstpcz.org

Church Staff:
Rev. Denise Lay, Pastor
Cheryl Heath , Office Administrator
Debbie Edwards, Director of Music
Jason Edwards, Choir Director
Tracy Clemmer, Nursery Attendant

Deacons
Joyce McDonagh,
Moderator

Session
Barbara Crum, Clerk
of Session
Bob Crum, Treasurer

Class of 2020
Maggie Andersen
Ron Bergstrom

Class of 2020
Doug Dorgan
Mardell Franke
Rhonda Register

Class of 2021
Catherine Coffey
Bob Crum
Donna VanTassel
Class of 2022
Mike Heath
Audrell Howard
Joyce McDonagh
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Class of 2021
Mary Margaret Trice
Roy Marks
Class of 2022
Barbara Crum
Tracy Linderman

