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Prayer List 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Pray for those in the Armed Force 

Lucas Brooking, USAF      Mitchell Swanson, USAF        LSC (SS) Matthew E. Edwards  
Ashley Lawson, USMC      Capt. Connor McCubrey, USMC  L. Cpl. Nick Schneider, USMC 

Anniversaries 
   

             11/10      Mike & Cheryl Heath 
               11/21      Bob & Sharon Harmsen 
              11/29      John & Holly Neiswender 

 

Birthdays 

    11/03     Bonnie Gray   11/15     Ellen Oke 

   11/07     Sharon Harmesn   11/23     Judson Joyce 

   11/08     Lee Parrish   11/23     Jack Wilson  

   11/08     Ron Enriquez   11/24     Bette Armon      
   11/09     Joe Potter   11/25     Duane Wussow  

   11/14    John Geiger   11/27      Vicki Arndt                      

   11/14     Pat Smith    11/30     Sue Smith   

                          

Mary Andersen 
Betty Bleau 
John Britton 
Barbara Campbell 
Alan Crowe 
Barbara Crum 
Yvonne Daume 
Linda Dykas 
Patsy Dyson 
 
 

Marty Drabek 
Linda Dykes 
Patty Dyson 
Mardell Franke 
Tim Franke 
Walker Hayes 
Carol Hazlett 
Demetra Jones 
Jud Joyce 
 
 
 

Sam Tillett 
Laverne Torgerson 

Paul Kneuss 
Carson Linderman 
Diane Maddox 
Roy McIlroy 
Christy Miller  
Jeff Neil 
Brian Oles 
Suzann Parrish 
 
 

UNITED WAY FUNDING EXTENDED THROUGH NOVEMBER 
Throughout the pandemic, we have provided free carry out meals to the community in need.  Each Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
we pack and prepare meals that include food provided by Glory Days in Wesley Chapel, to which we add desserts, fruit and bottled 
water.  We serve over 160 people at each meal, and have served nearly 11,000 meals!  The United Way extended the funding for this 
project through November.  What a blessing it is for us to be able to serve. “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink…” -Matthew 25:35 



 

Dear Friends, 

 At a recent Session meeting I shared a devotion from the book, “Jesus Calling,” by Sarah Young. The 
emphasis of the devotion was that sometimes the way in front of us will feel as though it is blocked. We can’t 

see our way around, through or over the obstacle or difficulty we are experiencing; often we can only see the 

obstacle. If that is the case, we spend a good bit of time looking for a way around it. “Instead,” the devotion 

goes on to say, “focus on Me, the Shepherd who is leading you along your life journey. Before you know it, the 

‘obstacle’ will be behind you and you will hardly know how you passed through it.”  

 During this most unusual season in our lives, it can be easy to focus on the obstacles in front of us: 

Coronavirus, politics, health concerns, loneliness, and even, “how will we celebrate Thanksgiving during this 
pandemic?” Yet, as Christians, we have another, better option. We can focus on Christ “who is leading us 

along our life-journey.”  How many times do we agonize over a problem only to discover that it eventually 

resolves itself? How much do we miss when we are so focused on our obstacles that we can’t take in all that 

God is doing in the world around us?  

 As we enter the time of year we often associate with thankfulness, I would like to suggest that we each 

take our eyes off those things that seem like obstacles at the moment, and take time to focus on the things in 

our lives that are a blessing. And guess who is on my blessing list? YOU! I pray that you will feel God’s blessing 
in your life! 

 

With gratitude, 

Denise 

P.S. I recommend the daily devotional, “Jesus Calling” and will provide you with a copy if you would like to 

have one. 

Take Time To See What You Can Be Thankful For 
          
 What is valuable and meaningful to you? We know that many of our usual ways of gathering to give thanks will be 
different this year, but it is essential to our well-being that we find ways to express gratitude. So, what are you thank-
ful for? Would you share that with us via a photo? We would like to collect photos, (no larger than 4x6), of what you 
are thankful for and place them in the front side windows of the church doors for all to see.  They can be on photo or 
regular paper.  We will not be able to return the photos to you. Photos may be dropped off to the church office 
(Monday – Thursday from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.) but please submit your photo no later than November 13th.  There will also 
be a gratitude box in the Narthex on Sunday mornings.   
     Make sure to label the photo to identify what you are expressing thanks for, i.e. my grandkids, my husband, my wife, my dog, etc. Please, let 
us see what you are grateful for this year  

2 

Help Is Available During The Holidays 

     In November we're going into the Holiday Season beginning with Thanksgiving on the 26th.  
Session members  think we would all agree that during this pandemic and with other dangers and 
uncertainties, the holidays may not seem as joyous as in other years. We might also agree that with 
the strength of the Lord in our hearts, we can let go and enjoy the holidays. Thanksgiving without 
a crowded dinner table might be different, but there are still reasons to be thankful.  
     We can call each other, or text or email or hold a family live video Zoom get-together. After 
Thanksgiving we can begin thinking about the eternal joy of God's gift of his son Jesus and the 
love and strength offered every day now and into infinity. In spite of efforts for hope and joy in the midst of this crisis, many of us may 
still find ourselves down in Spirit, and some of us will have other problems going on too: health concerns, money, food, loneliness, and 
death in the family.  
     A Stephen Minister, along with the love of Christ, will listen to your concerns in total confidentiality and nonjudgmentally. Stephen 
Ministers have been trained and have pledged to be there for the person, there for you, and that's what it's all about.    If you or someone 
you know could benefit from explaining your situation and expressing your concerns to a loving Stephen Minister, please call Patty 
Joyce at 528-8565, Roy Marks at (352) 206-0464, or Pastor Denise at 782-7412. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 
The Sanctuary was reopened for in-person worship on August 23 after having put into place a number of safety measures:  
 

• Wearing of masks is required (including during singing) 

• Touchless hand sanitizer stations are at the door 

• Greeters open the door and assist in finding a seat 

• Seats are socially distanced 

• No handouts are used 

• Entry is through 19th Street entrance 

• Doors are opened at 9:40 each Sunday 

• Coffee Fellowship is not offered at this time 
 

We continue to be diligent in making sure that worship is meaningful and safe as possible. Even though we are socially dis-
tanced, it is good to see familiar faces. If you are ready to be here, we welcome you to come. However, if you are not quite 
ready, that is okay, too! We welcome you to continue worshiping online worship through Facebook and our Website as long as 
you like. Feel free to call if you would like more information!  

Community Thanksgiving Dinner Is November 22 

     More than two dozen volunteers will be needed for 
the “Drive Thru” Thanksgiving meal. They are as fol-
lows: 
      *Parking attendants (7) to direct units into the 
lineup;      
     *Runners (4) to deliver dinners to cars, people or 
bicyclists;    
     *Servers (6) to put food into carryout boxes; 
     *Baggers (3) to bag carryout bags with roll and 
dessert;  
     *Food restocker (1) to restock servers and baggers 
as needed;   
dish dryer (2) to help with cleanup;  
     *Packaging pies (4) to put slice of pie and whipped 
cream in small carryout boxes. 

Volunteers Needed 

     On Sunday, November 22, 2020 from 
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. something very spe-
cial will be happening here at FPCZ. This is 
our eighth year providing a Thanksgiving 
dinner with all of the fixings for our commu-
nity friends!  
     This free Thanksgiving dinner is offered 
as an outreach to the community of Zeph-
yrhills. This year’s dinner will taste the same 
but will be served up very differently. Instead 

of dining in fellowship hall, our guests will 
drive through and receive their meals as a 
take-out. All are welcome. If you are interest-
ed in helping out, please contact Debbie 
Swope or Pastor Denise. This year we expect 
to serve around 250 guests.  
     Please pray for this important event and 
consider volunteering your time or donating 
toward the event. God blesses each one of us 
and we in turn can be a blessing to others! 

Volunteers helped prepare food for last year’s commu-
nity Thanksgiving dinner. 

Session Addresses Several Issues 

     The Session met on October 18. 2020. The following 
are items of interest from that meeting. An update on 
the Early Bird Trick or Treating in partnership with 
Messy Church and First United Methodist Church. We 

are handing out candy and “make your own mask” kits 
on the Thursday and Friday before Halloween from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  
 Continued on Page 4 
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“ Together We Serve” 

Office Closed Except by Appointment 
 

Office:  (813) 782-7412         E-mail: Firstpcz@verizon.net    
Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 AM at:  Firstpcz.org 
 
 
Church Staff: 
 

Rev. Denise Lay, Pastor 

Debbie Edwards, Director of Music 
Jason Edwards, Choir Director 
Tracy Clemmer, Nursery Attendant 
 

             November 2020 

Session 
Barbara Crum, Clerk 
   of Session 
Bob Crum, Treasurer 
 
Class of 2020 
Doug Dorgan 
Mardell Franke 
Rhonda Register 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Margaret Trice 
Roy Marks 
 

Class of 2022 
Barbara Crum 
Tracy Linderman 

Deacons 
Joyce McDonagh, 
   Moderator 

 
 
 
 

Class of 2020 
Maggie Andersen 
Ron Bergstrom 
 

Class of 2021 
Catherine Coffey 
Bob Crum 
Donna VanTassel 
 

Class of 2022 
Mike Heath 
Audrell Howard 
Joyce McDonagh 

The First Presbyterian  
Church of Zephyrhills 

5510 19th Street 
Zephyrhills, FL   33542 

(813) 782-7412 

First 

Word 

Session Notes . . . 

Continued From Page 3 
          *Approval was given to assist 
the AA house (which is owned by the 
church) in paying for termite treat-
ment. We will contribute $300 toward 
the total cost of $900. 
    * Plans for our annual Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner were discussed. 
The dinner will be Sunday, November 
22 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The 
meal will be the same menu 
(traditional Thanksgiving dinner) 
served as a drive-up take-out meal. 
Volunteers and funds to pay for food 
will be needed. 
    * It was noted that we have been 
approved to receive another pallet of 
water from Zephyrhills       Water! 
Thank you, Zephyrhills Water! 


