First Word
A LETTER FROM YOUR PASTOR
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” - John 10:10b
Dear Friends –
I encourage you to go back and read John 10:1-18. These verses offer many reassurances of Christ’s care and longing for us. A part
of this passage that is particularly meaningful to me is the one above, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly,” (John
10:10b). That is a reassurance that we can hold onto every day, no matter our circumstances. Yet, how do we define abundant life?
For each person it may be a bit different; for each time in our lives it may change just as we change. For example: for a bullied teen it
may be acceptance and having an advocate. For the impoverished, run down neighborhood it might be dignity and the chance of self
-determination. For a single parent it might be companionship and help. For the retiree, it might be involvement in a worthwhile
cause. You get the idea! Professor Dr. David Lose adds, “Abundant life looks different in different places, times, and to different people, but it always manifests itself as a response to whatever seeks to rob the children of God of their inheritance of life, purpose, and
joy.”
When we look around our neighborhoods and community and even our own homes, we must pay attention to what is draining the
children of God near us of life. Then we can seek ways to join in God’s mission to bring abundant life to all of God’s children. Dr.
Lose asserts that, “the abundant life isn’t simply a promise about some distant eternal future, but is a concrete invitation to discover
life right now by extending it to those around us.” As we gather as a faith community, we are encouraged to hear about abundant life,
but then we are sent out to experience and share it with all God’s children.
Here are some places that I see people working to help God’s children discover and lay hold of the abundant life Jesus promises. I
bet you can think of others!






Stephen Ministers who meet with care receivers and help them through some challenging times in their lives.
Messy church volunteers who seek to creatively reach out to people in the community to bring the Good News to people of all
ages.
Food pantry volunteers and donors who know that caring for the health and well-being of our neighbors is part caring for God’s
children.
Meal program volunteers who feed body and soul.
Those who check in regularly with their neighbors to make sure they are okay during the times we have been apart.

These are just a very few of the many, many places and ways I see us working together to share with our neighbors, the abundant
life Jesus promises. Now it is your turn to add to the list (I would enjoy hearing your responses and you can email them to me at pastor.firstpcz.@gmail.com):
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
I am praying that you have a blessed and abundant summer!
Denise

WE ARE SO BLESSED!
We continue to receive such wonderful support from the congregation and community for the ministries we offer our
community. As a community of faith it is important for us to pray for continued support. It is also important for us to
express our deep gratitude for all who serve and help to make these ministries possible. Here is a small sample of
some of the things we are grateful for at this time. You can see by this sampling that we are very blessed.
Quilts! We have a wonderful group of quilters in our community who stitched and donated nearly 40
quilts for use in our meal program and food pantry. These beautiful gifts brought smiles to many of our
guest’s faces.
Taxes! This is probably not anyone’s favorite topic, but we have been blessed to have United Way
volunteers offering free tax prep at our location. We have received so many positive comments from
those who have benefitted from this service and a number of people have made donations to the
church in appreciation.
Hygiene Kits! Recently a member of the community donated a large amount of hygiene items that
we made into individual kits. So many individuals that come to us are in need of these basic items
such as toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, razors, deodorant, and other items. What a gift to
be able to provide these kits.
Food! We are so grateful to the many sources that provide food for our programs including the
many monetary donations we receive through church offering. We also are thankful to Meals on
Wheels, Volunteer Way, The Thomas Promise, USDA, Publix, Zephyrhills Water, the local
YMCA, Manufactured Home communities that have held food drives for us, Girl Scouts, Trinity
Church, Simply Health, Humana, and many, many others.
Volunteers! Volunteers make all the difference! We are truly blessed to have volunteers from our congregation, from
other congregations, and from the community who have stepped forward to serve faithfully in so many ways. The Food
Pantry requires a large number of volunteers to purchase food and keep the shelves filled, to pack bags, to sort donations, to greet guests and carry bags of food and more. Our twice a week Meal Program also requires another group of
volunteers who are willing to prep and cook food, to purchase needed items and keep supplies stocked, to plan menus, to package up meals and to greet guests as they arrive. We have been blessed with wonderful volunteers but we
need more, especially during the summer months when many of our volunteers are gone. Please consider volunteering, even for a few hours per week. If you are a member of a club or group, talk to your group about volunteering for a day or about holding a food drive. Contact the pastor for more information.

Visits by Stephen Ministers are proceeding despite the pandemic; just
can't stop the love of Christ. Stephen Ministry is a Christ based program,
and Stephen Ministers listen to a person's problem or problems sincerely
in total confidentiality. A person with a problem can express it fully to a
Stephen Minister which begins the process of dealing with and healing
from the situation at hand. At this time new Stephen Ministers are
involved in their 50 hours of training, so we will be available to visit more
people with problems. And we all have problems, so if you, or anyone you
know, might need someone to listen in confidentiality and pray with you if
desired, please contact Patty Joyce, <inhimabide@aol.com> (813) 5288565, Roy Marks <mrmdcf@msn.com> (352) 206-0464, or Pastor Denise
(813) 782-7412. Phone visits, or safely conducted in-person visits, are
available.
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SESSION UPDATE

The Session leadership team met via Zoom on April 25. The following
items were a part of the meeting:














Discussed the process of re-opening other areas and ministries of the
church over the next few months. The Reopening Task Force will meet
in May to plan for reopening of areas such as nursery, Sunday School,
fellowship, etc.
Received an update from the New Worship Initiative team. The group
is in the early planning stages and receiving training, looking at demographics, etc.
Received with regret correspondence from Lee and Suzann Parrish letting us know that they have moved their membership to the church
where Lee’s sister is a member.
Noted that a large oak tree on the north side of the van shed was
struck by lightening. We are grateful to Art Rattay for forming a team
to handle removal of the debris.
Noted that Vacation Bible School is scheduled for the week of July 26
– 30 and will be held at First United Methodist Church. Volunteers are
appreciated.
Thanked Joyce McDonagh for the work of the deacons and other volunteers in the food pantry and meal program.
Approved a facility use request from Kid’s Cove Preschool for a graduation ceremony to be held in the sanctuary on Thursday, June17 at
6:30 p.m.
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