First Word
Letter from the Pastor:
Dear Friends –
Two years ago, I wrote an article for this
newsletter entitled, “Spring Is A Time of Renewal.” And, friends, all you
have to do is look around you to know this is true. Vibrant colors of all sorts
are appearing everywhere amid the dustier hues of winter – yellows, pinks,
shades of green. The days are getting longer and Spring is…well,
“springing” up all over.
As I re-read the article I wrote in March of 2019, I realized that the seven
“rituals” for spring renewal that I wrote about then seem very simplistic
and even inadequate in many ways, for now. This Spring seems different.
Using material from “Psychology Today” I provided a list of seven
suggestions for meaningful personal renewal. The seven things I wrote
were:
1) De-clutter your living space. Get rid of things you no longer use by
donating them. 2) Clear out mental and emotional clutter (i.e. think
positively). 3) Start a practice, such as a spiritual practice. 4) Begin
something brand new. Test out your creativity. 5) Spend time outdoors. 6)
Take a trip. 7) Simplify your life. Slow down and enjoy!
There is really nothing wrong with those suggestions, in fact, there is a lot
of good in them. But they seem to lack something for this particular Spring,
in which we are still learning a new normal. However, item #8, which I
added to that article is as relevant and vital today as ever: Renew your
relationship with Christ! There is never a wrong time to renew your
relationship with the one who loves you most. Perhaps we are unable to do
all of things we wish we could do this Spring, but we can still seek to
strengthen our Christian faith. So let’s “de-clutter” our hearts and make
room for our Savior. As we travel toward Easter, let your heart be refreshed
and your spirit renewed!
Blessings,
Denise

SESSION UPDATE
Your Leadership Team meets each month to handle administrative
responsibilities, to review budget needs, but most importantly to seek God’s
will and direction for our church. During our February Session meeting two
very important decisions were made.
1) To invite Dave Huff of East – West Ministries to offer some in-depth
training for leaders and others in the area of discipleship and faith sharing.
More information will follow.
2) To form a team to explore worship alternatives. Recognizing that
worshipers and styles of worship change over time, it is important for us to
consider and include more than one worship style. An initial team will meet
to look at ideas, discuss needs of our community, and make design
suggestions.
Please include our congregation and session leaders in your prayers as we
move forward together as a church!

Per Capita
Each year the church pays a Per Capita amount for each member of the Congregation, and this year’s amount is $32.25 per person. The question is often asked “what
is the purpose of the Per Capita, and how is it used?” Per Capita is a fundamental
way in which all Congregations connect, participate and share in the work of the wider
Church. Per Capita is the primary source of funding for the Office of the General Assembly, for the Synod and for our own Presbytery of Tampa Bay. Per Capita is used in
the Presbytery to help train leaders, guide those who are discerning God’s call in their
lives, support commissions that guide the work of the Presbytery and so much more.
Please consider paying for your per capita this year to offset this cost to the Church
budget. You may do so by placing your $32.25 ($64.50 for couples) in your offering
envelope and marking it “per capita”. You may also drop it at the Church office Monday through Thursday, 9 am until 1 pm. If you are currently giving through our online
program, you may designate your deposit “per capita”.

Stephen Ministry

The light at the end of the tunnel for Coronavirus is getting brighter
and by fall things may get a little better. There are lots of pieces to pick
up when a degree of normalcy is reached: jobs lost, housing lost, rent
due for months past, remembering those who have died, and praying for
those suffering with ongoing cases. A Stephen Minister is available for
anyone affected by these things, or any of the other upsetting situations
in life that we find ourselves confronting: serious illness, finances, a
family problem, death of a relative or friend, or sadness and worry for
another life situation that has the person down. A Stephen Minister, in
total confidentiality and with the love of Christ will visit to listen to a
person person's problems, by phone or socially distanced in person. If
you have a life problem, even a past problem you'd like to share and get
off your chest for good, or you know someone might need a Stephen
Minister, please contact your Stephen Ministry.
Patty Joyce inhimabide@mail.com (813) 528-8565
Roy Marks mrmdcf@msn.com (352) 206-0464
Pastor Denise (813) 782-7412

Prayer List
Mary Andersen
Bette Armon
Linda Dykas
Lori Evan
Tim Franke
Bonnie Gray
Cindy Lambert
Rick Lambert
Carson Linderman Tracy Linderman
Christy Miller
Jeff Neil
Ester Rapp
Cole Reffit
Nancy Sisunik
Sam Tillett
Justin Wilson
Wynez Wilson

Audrey Buttery
Mardell Franke
Jud Joyce
Roberta Lewis
Diane Maddox
Suzann Parrish
Barbara Rodgers
Chris Wilson
Tanya Worthington

Memorial prayers extended to:
April Martin and family for the passing of her son Bryan
Nancy Sisunik and family for the passing of Bill
Debbie Dilks and family for the passing of her father Jerry
The family of Harriett Hedworth, who passed away

Pray for those in the Armed Force







Lucas Brooking, USAF
Mitchell Swanson, USAF
LSC (SS) Matthew E. Edwards
Ashley Lawson, USMC
Capt. Connor McCubrey, USMC
L.Cpl. Nick Schneider, USMC

THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU!!!
We are so grateful for your financial support and donations which allow us to serve
the hungry in our community. We are especially thankful to the many hours our
volunteers give in service. Thanks to your support, our food pantry and meal program has benefited thousands in our community. Our food pantry is open every
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and meals are served Monday and
Friday from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm. In between, there is shopping, cooking, packing,
sorting, and preparing that takes place.
Here are some ways you can help:
- Keep our food ministry in your prayers

- Volunteer a few hours each month to help in the food pantry
- Donate clean, used plastic grocery bags
 Donate new, unused toiletry items:


Shampoo/conditioner
Body wash
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Deodorant
Tampons
Disposable Razors
Shave cream
- Donate food items (must be previously unopened):
Boxed macaroni and cheese
Canned tuna
Canned vegetables
Canned fruit
Cereal
Canned ravioli, spaghetti-o’s
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Canned pork and beans
Canned spaghetti sauce
Canned soup
Uncooked spaghetti or pasta
Thank you for your continued support!
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