
 

 

First Word

 
Dear Friends ï 
 
My mom always wanted to be a missionary! Or at the very least, she hoped to go on 
a mission trip to another country. This was in her heart as a Christian and she felt 
like it was something she was being called to do. When her church began making 
plans for a mission trip to South America, she signed up and began setting money 
aside to pay the fees required for her to go on the trip. As time for the mission trip 
neared, my father became very ill with cancer. He was given a terminal diagnosis 
and Hospice was called in. All of our attention turned toward taking care of dad and 
making sure he was as comfortable as possible. The plans for going on the trip had 
to be canceled. It was a difficult time for all of us and I know my mom was disap-
pointed.  
 
That is not the end of the story, however. Since she could not go on the mission trip, 
mom donated the money she had set aside toward the trip, allowing someone else 
to go in her place. The money went to someone who would not have been able to go 
without that financial help. My mom said to me, ñI guess God knew all along that this 
money would be needed for someone else, even though I could not go.ò 
 
I love this story for many reasons. One, I love that my mom was so faithful to an-
swering Godôs call. She was already over 70 years old and she could have easily 
just passed off the idea of a mission trip as too risky. Instead, she began preparing 
as if she would be going. Next, I love that she so quickly and without question, 
changed her plans in order to care for my dad. Her actions showed me her depth of 
love and her faithfulness. And lastly, I marvel at the incredible way the Holy Spirit   
orchestrates these connections when we willingly respond. It brings to mind the  
passage from Romans 8:28, ñAnd we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.ò  
 
What is something good that is happened in your life? Is there something the Holy 
Spirit has placed on your heart to do? I pray that all of us will keep listening and    
responding to Godôs call! 
 
See you in church? Hope so! 
Denise          



 

 

  

 

 

 Vacation Bible School is Coming!  
 

 

Mark your calendar for July 26 -30 from 6:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. This year, we will join with First United 

Methodist to bring òKnights of North Castleó VBS to 

Zephyrhills.  We will ask children to pre -register and 

VBS location will be at FUMC in Cooper Hall (behind 

the sanctuary).  

 

If you would like to join us and volunteer or donate items for VBS, please sign 

up in the Church Office.  All donations will need to be brought to the Church 

Office no later than July 4th to ensure we have enough for everyone.  

 

Those willing to serve will need to plan on attending a brief training on Sun-

day, July 11th at 12:15 in Cooper Hall on the FUMC campus. Children partici-

pating must have been in kindergarten ð 5th Grade this past school year.  All 

participants must also register online. The link is provided below and available 

on the church website.  

 

We look forward to another amazing VBS!  

 

Donõt forget to register: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?

id=5Tx5gCFQHEmTfC8nryNG4Ysssj1j48lPj4lOlP8SMU9UQUZGSEUyRFdFS

UlGTjJIRTUwRUhBNDdWWS4u  



 

               

 

 

 
 
 
June, the 6th month of the year, still remains the most popular month for wedding ceremonies. $72 billion 
per year is spent on weddings with an average budget of $20,000 each. Letôs go beyond Juneôs popularity 
and expense, by looking at the pearl, Juneôs birthstone, and the rose, Juneôs chosen flower. 
 
I see the pearl as soft and delicate, however, pearls are formed when an irritant, such as a bit of food, a 
grain of sand, bacteria, or even a piece of the mollusk's mantle becomes trapped in the mollusk. To protect 
itself, the mollusk secretes the substances aragonite (a mineral) and conchiolin (a protein), which are the 
same substances it secretes to form its shell. The composite of these two substances is called nacre, or 
mother-of-pearl. The layers are deposited around the irritant and it grows over time, forming the pearl. 
 
Roses symbolize love, passion, admiration and natureôs beauty. Their splendor is hard to resist. Coveted 
throughout the history for its incomparable beauty and spellbinding fragrance, roses have been the best 
messenger of emotions. In Christian symbolism, the red rose stands for the blood shed by Jesus on the 
cross. It has also become a symbol for earthly love, a tradition which continues today. The thorny ground 
represents those who are consumed by the cares and anxieties of this physical life and the deceitful 
enticements of wealth.  
 
For some unknown reason, I felt led to explore Juneôs pearl and rose. In doing so, I see a relationship 
between them and our Stephen Ministry. Our lives are filled with irritants like the mollusk. They can be 
disheartening and exhausting when facing them alone. As described above, it takes time for the irritant to 
become a delicate and beautiful pearlðso it goes with a Stephen Ministry relationship as the Stephen 
Minister comforts, listens, encourages, and prays with and for their Care Receiver. 
 
A red rose is symbolic of the blood of Christ shed on the cross. Luke 4:18-19 reads: 
 

ñThe Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
 because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
 and recovery of sight for the blind, 

      to set the oppressed free, 
       to proclaim the year of the Lordôs favor.ò  
 
Here, at First Presbyterian Church of Zephyrhills, we hear the Stephen Minister mantra of 
Christ Caring for People Through People. 
 
Let us help to turn the irritant in your life to pure and peaceful days and to release the beautiful fragrance of 
Godôs love. 

 
          In Him, 
       Patty Joyce, Stephen Leader 

This Photo by Un-
This Photo by 

http://artlinethecreation.blogspot.com/2012/06/beautiful-red-rose.html
https://pngimg.com/download/22230


 

 

                            
 

 

   
   

 Mary Andersen       Bette Armon          Kassie Birstler  Steve Britton         
 Guy Brown              Audrey Buttery      Jan Chambers  Dalbow Family       
 Linda Dykas           Mardell Franke       Tim Franke           Madelynn Hall        
 Jud Joyce         Cindy Lambert       Rick Lambert         Roberta Lewis        

 Carson Linderman Wayne Lura        Diana Maddox  Christy Miller   
 Jeff Neil      Allen Oles        Ester Rapp           Cole Reffitt  

 Rebecca Rognas     Nancy Sisunik        Sam Tillett            Chris Wilson           

 Justin Wilson        Tanya Worthington   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your service  
 

  Lucas Brooking, USAF                 Mitchell Swanson, USAF  

  LSC (SS) Matthew E. Edwards      Ashley Lawson, USMC  

  Capt. Connor McCubrey, USMC   L.Cpl. Nick Schneider, USMC  

Prayers extended to Chris Wilcher in the 

loss of her beloved husband John, on April 

29th. Chris and John were married for 

over 65 years.  

 

Prayers extended to Dottie Watson for the 

loss of her daughter Karen.  

 

Prayers extended to Helen Batten for the 

loss of her husband Bob.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                      

  SESSION NEWS 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Your Session leadership team met on May 16. The following deci-
sions were made:  
 
1) In light of the new CDC guidelines Session spent some time re-
viewing current safety protocols. At this time, we will no longer 
record each personõs name as they enter the building for worship. 
This was a part of the requirements for contact tracing which we 
are no long required to maintain. At this time, we will continue to 
ask individuals to wear a mask entering, leaving, and when walk-
ing around in the building. Once seated, those who have been 
vaccinated may remove their masks but will need to put them 
back on as they exit. The pews will remain sectioned off for social 
distancing for the time being. We will reach out to our nursery 
worker to set a date for her return.  
 
2) The Sky Family Celtic group will return in 2022 for a concert at 
our church. The date we have requested is March 18, 2022. The 
Sky Family offers an energetic concert in the Celtic tradition.  
 
3) Session gave the Treasurer and Office Administrator the au-
thority to transfer church bank accounts to First National Bank of 
Pasco County.  
 



 

 

                         

  6/15    Bill & Elizabeth Hughes  

  6/22     John & Liz Geiger   

  6/27     Joan & Joseph Pound 

 

  
                                        
                             
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6/04     Felecia Harvey    6/17    Dawn Belill  

 6/06     Reagan Jackson   6/20    Art Kopp  

 6/07     Tracy Linderman   6/23    Cheri Wade  

 6/13     Guy Brown     6/24    Hannah Lovelace  

 6/13     Eric Kalsey     6/29    Joanne Wussow 

 6/15     Debbie Swope   6/30    Joan Pound  
    
      
      
     
      
      



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program offered FREE tax help to 
taxpayers who need assistance. IRS-certified volunteers provided free basic in-
come tax return preparation with electronic filing to qualified taxpayers.  
 
First Presbyterian was pleased to host the United Way Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance program. Over the course of 11 weeks, the preparers served 436 individu-
als and families in need of tax preparation. We were blessed with over $500.00 in 
donations from the community served through this program. 
 

 

0%2 #!0)4! 
 

7Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÒ #ÁÐÉÔÁ ÆÕÎÄȢ 0ÅÒ 
#ÁÐÉÔÁ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÒÁÉÎ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÄÉÓÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÒÅȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÕÎÄ ÆÏÒ ςπςρȟ ×Å ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȢ  "Ù ÄÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ 
ΑσςȢυπ ÐÅÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ɉΑφτȢυπ ÐÅÒ ÃÏÕÐÌÅɊ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆÆÓÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÓÔ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÂÕÄÇÅÔȢ 9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅ Ȱ0ÅÒ #ÁÐÉÔÁȱ ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÅÎÖÅÌÏÐÅ 
ÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÇÉÖÉÎÇȢ  
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ò Together We Serveó 

Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
 

Office:  (813) 782-7412          Fax:  (813) 782-4352 
E-mail: Firstpcz@verizon.net    Website:  Firstpcz.org 
 
 
 
Church Staff: 
 
 

Rev. Denise Lay, Pastor 
Debbie Edwards, Director of Music 
Jason Edwards, Choir Director 
Terrie Olsson, Office Administrator 
Tracy Clemmer, Nursery Attendant 
 

              May 2021  

Session 
Barbara Crum 
 Clerk of   Session 
Bob Crum, Treasurer 
 

Class of 2021 
Roy Marks 
Mary Margaret Trice 
Rhonda Register 
 
Class of 2022 
Barbara Crum 
Tracy Linderman 
 

Class of 2023 
Rhonnie Besonday 
MaryLou Putsky 
Sandy Thiese 

Deacons 
Joyce McDonagh 
   Moderator 

 

Class of 2021 
Catherine Coffey 
Bob Crum 
Donna VanTassel 
 
Class of 2022 
Audrell Howard 
Joyce McDonagh 
Joe Potter 
 
Class of 2023 
Dawn Belill 
Ann Hoopfer 
Joan Pound 

The First Presbyterian  
Church of Zephyrhills 
5510 19th Street 

Zephyrhills, FL   33542 
(813) 782-7412 

First  

Word  


