First Word
Letter from the Pastor:

Dear Friends –
What a difference a year makes! In many ways, I think it is a
blessing that God does not reveal more than one day at a time to
us. If we knew some of the things that would happen in the
future, we might spoil today by worrying about them. Other
things might seem so exciting that we rush toward them and
miss all that is happening now. As I looked back to last
February’s Newsletter article, I read these words, “God is always
going ahead of us, doing new things and inviting us to join in.
Over and over, God instructs us to move forward, courageously
and without fear – not because we are necessarily so capable,
but because He is!” Certainly, we had an opportunity to
experience God’s invitation to new things over the past year.
Personally, I was frequently reminded that my own courage and
ability might be lacking, but God is more than able. Time and
again, I have seen how God takes even our smallest movement in
the right direction and turns it into something remarkable. Isaiah
41:10 says, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
I wonder what small actions God is going to transform into
miracles this year. Let’s be brave, let’s be bold and let’s find out
together!
Many blessings,
Denise
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LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 17, 2021 WITH ASH WEDNESDAY

Lent is the season between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday. It is an important time of
spiritual repentance and renewal. During Lent we prepare ourselves for the celebration
of the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter. Traditionally it is a remembrance of the 40 days
Jesus spent in the wilderness. Lent is an opportunity to:
Reflect on Christ’s sacrifice and its meaning for us today.
Recall our baptismal vows and renew our commitment to God.
Review life choices and allow them to be directed by God.
Respond to Jesus’ call for love and mercy toward all people.

Last year, we had barely entered the season of Lent when the pandemic required us to
cancel or change so many of our plans. The same is true this year. Many of the events
and activities that we have come to see as traditional, will need to be handled differently.
Yet, Lent remains an important time in the Christian year and I encourage you to use this
as a time of spiritual renewal.

We will offer an Ash Wednesday service which will livestream through our webpage and
through Facebook beginning at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 17 and repeating
each hour until 8:00 p.m. Ashes will be available for you to pick up in advance the Sunday
prior (February 14) or during office hours. The ashes will be in a small container, which
you may impose at home as a part of the online worship service.

We will also have available a Lent in a Bag kit similar to our Advent in a Box that we gave
out in December. The activities and items in the kit can be used at home as aides for
worship during the time leading up to Easter.

Friends, I pray that you will know that you are God’s beloved child, and that this season
of Lent will help you reflect on that love and allow it to influence you each day!
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Stephen Ministry
A Big-Hearted Ministry
Have you purchased your Valentine cards yet . . . a little challenging if you feel safer staying at
home and I perfectly understand? Using the on-line greeting card applications is surely the
answer to sending those sentiments.
Many of us are familiar with the legend of St. Valentine who was martyred on February 14,
hence, Valentine’s Day (if not Google can tell you). However, the following is a brief synopsis of
the legendary heart.
Around the 12th Century, people were not aware the function of heart was to circulate blood
inside the human body. What they knew was that heart begins to beat faster when a person is
upset or excited. They, therefore, derived that heart was the seat of emotions and feelings.
Poets too eulogized the role of heart in feelings of love and romance and over the years this
make-believe connection between heart and love became deep seated in the minds of people.
Today, even though it has been scientifically proved that emotions come from the brain, the
heart remains a powerful symbol of love and Valentine's Day.
Our Stephen Ministry is a perfect example of heart-felt feelings—not romantically speaking, but
caring, comforting, encouraging, listening, praying, visiting, and sharing the love of God. Our
care receivers can depend on our respecting their feelings and emotions as well as keeping our
conversations confidential. Stephen Minister Leaders and ministers must attend very
comprehensive training classes to ensure that these relationships are Biblically-based and
appropriate for the need, until the Stephen Minister and/or the care receiver feel the need has
been met. Some Stephen Ministry relationships when ended, continue as friends.
I thought I would compare our human heart to Stephen Ministry:
Our human heart is a muscular organ which pumps blood through the blood vessels of the
circulatory system. Stephen Ministry helps to circulate positive conversation.
The pumped blood carries oxygen and nutrients to the body, while carrying metabolic waste
such as carbon dioxide to the lungs. Stephen Ministry, through prayer, biblical principles and
encouragement, helps to light a spark of life toward faith and healing.
In humans, the heart is approximately the size of a closed fist and is located between the lungs,
in the middle compartment of the chest. In Stephen Ministry the heart so large that it is located
throughout the world where it says, “Let us be CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE THROUGH
PEOPLE.”
You don’t have to travel the world to find us—we are just a phone call away. If, in any way, you
would like to talk to a Stephen Leader or Pastor Denise, please call us or the church office. We
have the heart to listen!
Happy Valentine’s Day

Patty Joyce, Stephen Leader
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Prayer List
Mary Andersen
Bette Armon
Barbara Crum
Yvonne Daume
Patsy Dyson
Lori Evans
Bonnie Gray
Walker Hayes
Carson Linderman
Tracy Linderman
Jeff Neil
Suzann Parrish
Rebecca Rognas
Nancy Sisunik
Justin Wilson
Wynez Wilson
Andrea (member Request)

John Britton
Barbara Campbell
Marty Drabek
Linda Dykas
Mardell Franke
Tim Franke
Paul Kneuss
Roberta Lewis
Diane Maddox
Christy Miller
Ester Rapp
Cole Reffit
Sam Tillett
Chris Wilson
Tanya Worthington

Pray for those in the Armed Force







Lucas Brooking, USAF
Mitchell Swanson, USAF
LSC (SS) Matthew E. Edwards
Ashley Lawson, USMC
Capt. Connor McCubrey, USMC
L.Cpl. Nick Schneider, USMC
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2/05 Bill Hughes

2/19 Maxine Stevens

2/07 Maggie Andersen

2/22 Eileen Roan

2/08 Bob Crum

2/23 Janet Horak

2/17 Patty Joyce

2/23 Vera Wilson

February
2/05 Alan & Sandy Thiese
2/14 Garry & Mary Funk
2/19 Joseph & Alice Schroeder
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Sunday

10 am Worship

12:30 Session

10 am Worship

28

21

4-5pm Community
Meal
7pm Messy Church
Meeting

4-5pm Community
Meal

Office is Closed

President’s Day

10 am Worship

14

4-5pm Community
Meal

7

Monday

And Communion

10 am Worship

6
22

15

8

1

2

9am – 1pm Food Pantry

23

9am – 1pm Food Pantry

16

9am – 1pm Food Pantry

9

9am – 1pm Food Pantry

Tuesday

17

10

3

9:30am-Book
Discussion Zoom

24

9:30am-Book Discussion
Zoom
Ash Wednesday
Service online hourly
4pm,5pm,6pm,7pm,8pm

ASH Wednesday

1pm Deacons mtg

9:30am-Book
Discussion Zoom

9:30am-Book
Discussion Zoom

Wednesday
4

9am –1pm Food Pantry
11am Stephen Leaders
Zoom Meeting
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9am –1pm Food Pantry

18

9am –1pm Food Pantry

11

9am -1pm Food Pantry

Thursday

4-5pm Community
Meal

4-5pm Community
Meal

4-5pm Community
Meal

4-5pm Community
Meal

Friday

26

19

12

5

Saturday

27

20

13
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Zephyrhills, FL 33542
(813) 782-7412

February2021

First
Word

“ Together We Serve”
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Office: (813) 782-7412
Fax: (813) 782-4352
E-mail: Firstpcz@verizon.net
Website: Firstpcz.org

Church Staff:
Rev. Denise Lay, Pastor
Debbie Edwards, Director of Music
Jason Edwards, Choir Director
Terrie Olsson, Office Administrator
Tracy Clemmer, Nursery Attendant

Deacons
Joyce McDonagh
Moderator
Class of 2021
Catherine Coffey
Bob Crum
Donna VanTassel
Class of 2022
Audrell Howard
Joyce McDonagh
Joe Potter
Class of 2023
Dawn Belill
Ann Hoopfer
Joan Pound
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Session
Barbara Crum
Clerk of Session
Bob Crum, Treasurer
Class of 2021
Roy Marks
Mary Margaret Trice
Rhonda Register
Class of 2022
Barbara Crum
Tracy Linderman
Class of 2023
Rhonnie Besonday
MaryLou Putsky
Sandy Thiese

