Denise’s Newsletter article:
Dear Friends –
Would you agree with me that waiting is not easy? We wait in the doctor’s
office, we wait in traffic, we wait in line at the grocery, we wait. Mostly, we
view waiting as something negative, something to be endured, an inconvenience.
Yet, as Christians we find ourselves regularly immersed in waiting as we travel
through the liturgical year and the Christian life. Advent is one of those waiting
times – we remind ourselves that we await Christ’s second coming, and we
prepare to celebrate the remembrance of Christ’s first coming, as the Christ
child.
We wait. It’s not always easy. Especially, this year as we also await a time when
we can return to full fellowship with one another. I am reminded of the
children’s book, “Waiting Is Not Easy,” by Mo Willems, in which Piggie has a
surprise for Elephant for which he must wait. It isn’t easy, but in the end, the
wait is worth it. Could it be that our Christian faith is a little like that? We may
become anxious in waiting, but we know it is worth it!
Henri Nouwen reminds us, “The Lord is coming, always coming. When you have
ears to hear and eyes to see, you will recognize him at any moment of your life.
Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord.” And so, we wait with
expectation and anticipation of Christ’s birth. And we wait for the yet-to-befulfilled promise of his second coming. This Advent I will offer a sermon series
titled, “Waiting Isn’t Easy.” Each week as we journey through Advent, we will
look at a different aspect of how waiting is important to, or has an impact on
our faith. I hope you will join me Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m., in person or
online.

Advent Blessings,
Denise
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Deacons Corner
The Deacons would like to say THANK YOU to this congregation for all
of your generous support with the Food Pantry. In November, we
helped more than 300 families at the Pantry. Our Food Pantry is
open Tuesday and Thursdays from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM.

Christmas Bells for Children
Each year our congregation generously provides Christmas gifts for
children who participate in our Wednesday evening, Jesus’ Clubhouse
activities. Even though we have been unable to meet, we remain in
close contact with our students and recognize that some of these
families continue to be in need. Through our Deacons, with your help,
we will again help out with Christmas gifts. Joyce McDonagh, Deacon
Moderator, will have cutout bells that identify an item that is on a
child’s wish list. Joyce will have the bells available for you to pick up
on Sunday, Nov 29 following worship, or you can contact her directly.
If you wish to help out but will be unable to shop, you may choose to
make a donation instead; just mark your donation, “Christmas Bells.”
We ask that your unwrapped gifts, with the bell attached be returned
by December 13. For more information, please contact Joyce
McDonagh.

God Bless,
The Board of Deacons
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The Tradition of the Advent Wreath

The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister working at a
mission for children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red
candles and four large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays
and the four white candles were lit on Sundays.
Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life
in the midst of winter and death. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the
eternal life He makes possible. Advent candles are often nestled in the evergreen wreath.
Additional decorations, like holly and berries, are sometimes added. Their red color points
ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice and death. Pinecones can symbolize the new life that Jesus brings
through His resurrection.
The most common Advent candle tradition involves four candles. A new candle is lit on
each of the four Sundays before Christmas. The four candles traditionally represent hope,
peace, joy, and love. Often, the first, second, and fourth candles are purple; the third candle
is rose-colored. Sometimes all the candles are red; in other traditions, all four candles are
blue or white. A fifth white candle, the Christ Candle, is placed in the middle and is lit on
Christmas Eve and/or Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth.

UNITED WAY FUNDING EXTENDED THROUGH DECEMBER
Throughout the pandemic, we have provided free carry out meals to the community in
need. Each Monday, Wednesday and Friday, we pack and prepare meals that include food
provided by Glory Days in Wesley Chapel, to which we add desserts, fruit and bottled
water. We serve over 160 people at each meal, and have served over 12,000 meals! The
United Way extended the funding for this project one last time. The program will end at
the end of the year. What a blessing it is for us to be able to serve. “For I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink…”
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SESSION MEETING
Session met on November 15 and the following items were a part of that
meeting.
Received new member, Larry Daugherty upon reaffirmation of faith. Larry
will be welcomed in worship on November 22.
Approved payment of the remaining Per Capita due to the presbytery for
2020.
Approved a motion to request an additional grant amount from the
Presbytery of $5,000 for COVID relief efforts.

Thanksgiving Thanks
Thank you to everyone who made this year’s Community Thanksgiving Dinner an
extra special event. We were truly blessed to receive so much support from
each one of you and from the community. We served over 400 dinners!! Those
who received the meals expressed their thankfulness for our service to the
community.
Thank you to our many donors and sponsors who made the dinner financially
possible. In addition to many individual donations, we received corporate support
from Publix, Winn Dixie, Lee Reid Insurance, Bryington Dental, and All About
You Salon.
Thank you to our many volunteers who worked to plan and bring everything
together. Debbie Swope, Joyce McDonagh, Mardell Franke, Ann Hoopfer, Pastor
Denise, Margorie Wilson, the entire Edwards family, Jeanette Traynor, Donna
Van Tassell, Rebecca Rognas, Joan and Joe Pound, Mary Lou Putsky, Ronnie
Besonday, Walt Lorenc, Guy and Char Brown, Alan and Sandy Theis, Jan
Chambers, Rhonnie Besonday and family (Rebecca, Gabe, and Abby), Donna
Brooking, Kurt Wolf, Bob Crum, Doug Dorgan, Tom Todd, Patty Pocten, Toni
Demma, Joan Knowles, Marge Carmichael, Nancy , Betty Ann , Jill, , many who
donated pies, and much more!
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Do Not Be Afraid . . .

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.” Luke 1:26-30
While thinking about the Stephen Ministry article for our December 2020 newsletter, the
words do not be afraid, kept coming to mind. Can you imagine how a young Jewish girl must
have felt when an angelic being appeared out of nowhere and addressed her by name? If it
were me, I would be sorely afraid!
In the light of current events, e.g., COVID 19, the recent election, conflict in our streets, our
future economy and the negative comments that flood Facebook and other social media, fear
can raise its ugly head. It can drive us to anger, resentment, and even separation between
close family and friends whose choice is different than ours. Regardless of what is happening
in the world around us, we serve a Sovereign God who promotes love and peace and is in total control.
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, either height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom.8:38-39 And,
that is good news!
One way to overcome uncertainty is the meaningful, loving and constant reaching out of our
Stephen Ministry. We may be separated by social distancing and the like; however, a Stephen
Minister is just a phone call, virtual messaging, texting, or an email away. We are here for
you. If you need help in connecting to someone (or know someone who is in need), please
contact the office or any of our Stephen Leaders. Together we can turn the tide of fear to
faith and comfort.
Now is the time for us to demonstrate our banner with you . . .
Christ Caring for People through People
Peace and Joy to you all this Holy Season,
Patty Joyce, Stephen Leader
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December Birthdays
12/07
12/07
12/09
12/12

Doug Dorgan
Holly Neiswender
Yvonne Daume
Richard Laurino

12/15
12/17
12/21

Latrina Palmer
Lois Rosa
Raphael Stinnette

Christmas Eve Worship Service
Please plan to attend our Christmas Eve worship service
on Thursday, December 24th at 6:00 PM.

December Anniversaries
12/23
12/29

Judson & Patty Joyce
John & Marcy Miller
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Prayer List

Mary Andersen
BetteArmon
man
Betty Bleau
John Britton
Barbara Campbell
Barb Crum
Yvonne Daume
Marty Drabek
Linda Dykas
Patsy Dyson
Lori Evans
Mardell Franke
Tim Franke
Walker Hayes
Jud Joyce

Paul Kneuss
Carson LinderDiane Maddox
Roy McIIroy
Christy Miller
Jeff Neil
Brian Oles
Suzann Parish
Ester Rapp
Charlene Shriver
Sam Tillett
Barb Vliek
Chris Wilson
Justin Wilson

Pray for those in the Armed Force
Lucas Brooking, USAF
LSC (SS) Matthew E. Edwards
Capt. Connor McCubrey, USMC
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Mitchell Swanson, USAF
Ashley Lawson, USMC
L. Cpl. Nick Schneider, USMC

The First Presbyterian
Church of Zephyrhills
5510 19th Street
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
(813) 782-7412

December 2020

First
Word

“ Together We Serve”
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Office: (813) 782-7412
Fax: (813) 782-4352
E-mail: Firstpcz@verizon.net
Website: Firstpcz.org

Church Staff:

Deacons
Joyce McDonagh,
Moderator
Class of 2020
Maggie Andersen
Ron Bergstrom
Class of 2021
Catherine Coffey
Bob Crum
Donna VanTassel

Rev. Denise Lay, Pastor
Debbie Edwards, Director of Music
Jason Edwards, Choir Director
Tracy Clemmer, Nursery Attendant
Anne Brothers, Pianist

Class of 2022
Mike Heath
Audrell Howard
Joyce McDonagh
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Session
Barbara Crum, Clerk
of Session
Bob Crum, Treasurer
Class of 2020
Doug Dorgan
Mardell Franke
Rhonda Register
Class of 2021
Mary Margaret
Trice
Roy Marks
Class of 2022
Barbara Crum
Tracy Linderman

