For Such A Time as This
In the past, I have shared about the Book of Esther—The Feast of Purim (which literally means
lots) is the Jewish holiday in which Jews commemorate being saved from persecution in the
ancient Persian Empire. If you recall, Haman is the villain in this story and wants to
exterminate the Jews because his ancestor, King Agag, was defeated by Israel. But, as
always, our sovereign God raises up a Jewish girl, Esther, to intercede on the Jews’ behalf.
Thinking about this, I realized that currently we too have an enemy—the Coronavirus. As the
Jews were captive in Persia, we are captive in our own homes. This enemy has affected the
whole world, causing us to accept this new normal lifestyle until it is controlled.
We, your Stephen Ministry Leaders, want you to know that we are well aware of social
distancing and that our ministry continues to reach out to the lonely, chronically ill, those
grieving, and now, financially stressed. Regardless of the circumstances surrounding our
country, Stephen Ministry is always available to those under our care—and you as well should
you need us. As a reminder, all conversations are confidential.
We are available by phone, e-mail, Facebook and FaceTime (which I have already used) to
those who need encouragement, prayer, a welcome voice or just to listen.
This is one of the ministries ordained by our Sovereign God for such a time as this. Please call
the church office or contact one of us. We are here for you in any season or circumstance.
Blessings, Patty
Stephen Leader
*We may not know what the future holds, but we know Who holds the future.*
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Dear Friends,
As I write this article, we are deep in the midst of protecting ourselves against the
Coronavirus pandemic. Things are changing so rapidly during this time that I cannot
predict what state of social distancing ,or quarantine or non-quarantine, we may be in
at the time you read this. My prayer is that we will be in a healthy place, that you will be
safe and well, and that we will soon be meeting together again. But regardless, there
are some things that I have been thinking about that I would like to share with you.
This shared experience has convinced me more than ever of the importance of the faith
community. During the time that we have been apart, I have missed your physical
presence, but I have cherished your spiritual presence, which has lingered here in many
ways. Because of the strong foundation laid by the members of this church, we entered
this time more prepared than many. We have been able to offer online services and to
communicate with you through Facebook, email, voicemail, telephone and our
Webpage. We have been able to generously offer food, meals and encouragement to
our community. Our Deacons have worked to keep as closely connected with the
Congregation as possible. And we have all been blessed by praying for one another.
Just ponder for a moment what this time would be like if you were alone and had no
connections, contacts or resources to support you; no family or friends to support you.
Sadly, there are many in our community who are in just such a position. As a church, let’s
continue to creatively consider how we can reach out to this isolated segment of the
population.
Holy Week and Easter
Things will be very different this year as we prepare our hearts for Holy Week and the
celebration of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. We will not have the usual flurry of
activity and services to guide us as we move from the darkness of Lent to the light of
Easter. But there are many ways to make this time meaningful.
 Re-read the Gospel telling of the last days Christ spent on earth as He moved toward
Jerusalem and the Crucifixion.
 Spend some time each day reading and reflecting on the meaning of Christ’s life,
death and resurrection.
 Sing or listen to hymns and songs that speak of the Cross; ponder the beautiful lyrics or
use them as a prayer.
 Read a Lenten devotional or book, if you have one at home; there are also many
good ones available online.
 Set aside time on Good Friday to especially recall the Crucifixion.
 Then join with our worshiping community on Easter Sunday morning (online) for an
uplifting worship service of celebration.
Please know that I will continue praying for you during this time that we are apart, and I
look forward to the time when we will be together again.
May God Bless You!

Denise
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Deacon’s Report
As you all know, the Coronavirus has required us to suspend all current activities, even our
Lenten Luncheons. We were still able to have three luncheons, serving 179 people and earning
$961.10. Thank you so very much.
Here is our report:
Tickets sold
$961.10
Sale of Soup, etc.
100.00
Supplies & Donations
227.45
Total Income
$1,288.55
Cost of supplies
- 350.02
Net Profit
$938.53
We want to thank you for all of your support in making our Lenten Luncheons a success. We
also want to thank all of the many hands that it took to make this a success: All of the soup
makers, even the ones who didn’t get to make soup, please offer next year. The sandwich
makers, the cake makers, beverage makers, the AM workers, PM workers, dishwashers, clean-up
people, too – we couldn’t have accomplished this at all without you! Maybe you were signed up
to work, then we were shut down, but we still thank you. Hopefully, next year we will do better
with all of your help.
We have supplied groceries to people who have come to the church needing help with food. We
are supplying take-out meals on Wednesdays and Fridays from 4:00 to 5:00 PM, and will
continue to do so as long as people need the meals during this shut-down. We served 60 people
on March 12th during Food Pantry.
Thank you so very much,
The Board of Deacons

Prayer List
Clarence Adams
Mary Andersen
John Britton
Barbara Campbell
Alan Crowe
Marty Drabek

Yvonne Daume
Paul Kneuss
Brian Oles
Mardell Franke
Carson Linderman Suzann Parrish
Tim Franke
Lela MacLeod
Don Sipple
Jeanne Hague
Diane Maddox
Walt Steiert
Carol Hazlett
Christy Miller
Larry Stickwood
Demetra Jones
Jeff Neil
Laverne Torgerson
Pray for those in the Armed Forces
Sr. Airman J. Haas
LSC (SS) M. E. Edwards
L. Brooking, USAF
Corporal A. Lawson, USMC
Capt. C. McCubrey, USMC
D. Henderson, USAF
L. Cpl. N. Schneider, USMC
M. Swanson, USAF

Thank you to everyone for complying with the government request
for social distancing and self-quarantine. While we miss seeing
you at Worship and during church events and activities, we
appreciate your self-discipline and consideration for others.

Please be sure to log on to our website, firstpcz.org, on Sunday
mornings at 10:00 AM to join us for Worship, or watch at a time
that may be more convenient for you.
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First
Word

“ Together We Serve”
Office Closed Except by Appointment
Office: (813) 782-7412
E-mail: Firstpcz@verizon.net
Website: Firstpcz.org

Church Staff:
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Joyce McDonagh,
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Rev. Denise Lay, Pastor
Cheryl Heath , Office Administrator
Debbie Edwards, Director of Music
Jason Edwards, Choir Director
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Joyce McDonagh

Anne Brothers, Pianist
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Easter Sunday

Please join us for online Worship services every Sunday at 10:00 AM on our website, firstpcz.org.
We are offering bags of groceries for those in need Monday through Thursday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
Take-out meals will be available every Wednesday and Friday from 4:00 to 5:00 PM.
Please call the Church Office for more information at (813) 782-7412. If we are not available, we will return your call.

One of our Easter traditions is the "flowering crosses" that stand outside the Sanctuary each
Easter - one on the 19th Street side and one on the 20th Street side. The crosses "flower" as
we bring fresh flowers from our gardens or the grocery store and add them. They symbolize
the power of life over death. Even though we cannot gather together this Easter, these
crosses will stand as a meaningful symbol. You are invited to bring fresh flowers or colorful
artificial flowers and place them on the crosses. The crosses will be erected on Maundy
Thursday, and you can come anytime afterward to add a spray of flowers. Sorrow, isolation
and grief are a reality, but so is the joy of our Risen Lord!

