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ALL men of the church are invited to stop by the 
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, November 9th at 9 AM 

for a delicious breakfast, fellowship and fun!                
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY AT 6 PM  
  Please join us in November as we continue our Bible study entitled,       
“Luke:  Gospel of Reassurance” by Michael Card.  “The Gospel of Luke 

displays one of the most detailed accounts of the life of Jesus. How could 
a physician who never walked or talked with Jesus write such a 

compelling story of His life?  Exploring the historical and social context in 
which the Gospel of Luke was written, this Study presents stirring insights 
to help us gain a greater appreciation for the Word of God from a unique 

perspective that communicates the amazing life and teachings of Jesus.” 
 

In November our Bible Study Class will be praying for missionary Cindy Corell, serving in 
Haiti.   Based in Port au Prince, Haiti, as a Joining Hands network companionship facilitator, 

Cindy Corell connects presbyteries and churches in the United States with a network of 
churches, grassroots groups and nongovernmental organizations in Haiti.  Around the 

world, Joining Hands networks strive to alleviate poverty and suffering through community 
education, advocacy, alternative economic activities, lifestyle changes, and spiritual 

grounding. Please join us in prayer for all missionaries, especially Cindy and the people of 
Haiti.  



 

 
Dear Friends – 
 

Theologian Meister Eckhart says, “If the only prayer you said in your whole life was, ‘thank you,’ 
that would suffice.” I am so THANKFUL for YOU and thank God for you often!  Most days, I try 
to spend some time thinking about all the good things God has provided and to offer prayers of 
gratitude.  And indeed, we have so much to be thankful for.  Even so, I admit that there are 
days in which I forget or take for granted, just how blessed I am.  A friend of mine recently 
shared an epiphany:  A recent meal included some things she didn’t like and as she set aside on 
her plate those things, she realized that she was blessed to be able to make that choice.  In a 
world where many go hungry, the simple act of being able to choose is a blessing.  
 

There are many good reasons for cultivating a spirit of gratitude and it is definitely a healthy 
habit worth developing.  Gratitude can: 
 

Remind you of the positive things in your life.  Once you start naming the things for which 
you are grateful, you may be surprised at what you find.  
Remind you that there can be good even in your challenging times.  Scripture tells us to 
“give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thess 5:18).  Sometimes the simple act of offering thanks 
can give a new perspective to a problem.  Most people admit that challenges are often 
opportunities for growth and maturity.  At least we can be grateful that we have challenges and 
aren’t bored!  
Remind you of what is important.  It is hard to stress over the small things when you are able 
to be thankful for the big things in your life such as family, home, friends, etc. 
Remind you to thank others.  The simple act of being grateful and saying thank you to 
someone can have a huge impact on that person. 
Remind you to thank God. Ultimately, all gratitude leads back to the source, our Heavenly 
Father who is the giver of every good and perfect gift (James 1:17). 
 

I hope that you will take time for thankfulness!  I think you will find that it is a source of 
strength and joy.  
 

In joy, 

Denise 
 
 

BE THANKFUL 
 

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire, 
If you did, what would there be to look forward to? 

Be thankful when you don’t know something 
For it gives you the opportunity to learn. 

Be thankful for the difficult times. 
During those times you grow. 

Be thankful for your limitations 
Because they give you opportunities for improvement. 

Be thankful for each new challenge 
Because it will build your strength and character. 

Be thankful for your mistakes 
They will teach you valuable lessons. 

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary 
Because it means you’ve made a difference. 

It is easy to be thankful for the good things. 
A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who are also thankful for the setbacks. 

GRATITUDE can turn a negative into a positive. Find a way to be thankful for your troubles 
and they can become your blessings.  
 

~ Author Unknown ~ 
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Notes from Session 
The Session met on October 20, 2019.  The following are items of interest from that 
meeting. 
 

An update on Messy Church was provided.  The first gathering will be December 1st 
from 3:00 to 5:30 PM at the Woman’s Club on 5th Avenue.  Those interested in 
participating should contact Pastor Denise for more information. 

 

Approval was given for a baby shower to be held in Fellowship Hall on November 9th 
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. 

 

Updates were given by each Ministry Team of their current activities.  Some upcoming 
activities include Trunk or Treat, Community Thanksgiving Dinner, All Saints Day, 
Advent activities. 

 
Thank you, dear friends, for all of your care during my mother’s lengthy nursing home 
stay and after her death.  Our family received so many cards and each one was special 
to us.  Your words of encouragement and love have made a difficult time more 
meaningful. We are so very grateful! 
 

With love,  
 

The family of Kate Carlisle 
Denise, Hannah & Reagan 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 
 

On Sunday, November 24th from 3:00 to 5:00 PM, something very special will be 
happening here at FPCZ.  Our doors will open for our community neighbors to join us 
for Thanksgiving dinner with all of the fixings!  This free Thanksgiving dinner is offered 
as an outreach to the community of Zephyrhills.  Everyone is welcome, yet our focus is 
to provide a family dining experience for those who may not otherwise have a dinner or 
who may be alone for the holiday. This is our 7th year of providing the dinner and it 
grows a little bit each year. This year we expect to serve around 250 guests.  
 
A Thanksgiving dinner that nourishes not just the body but also the soul requires a 
team effort. There are many different tasks to be done and we hope that you will 
volunteer to help. Look for a bulletin insert on Sunday, November 3 followed by sign-
ups after worship in Fellowship Hall on November 10.  
 
Please start praying now for this important event and consider volunteering your time. 
God blesses each one of us and we in turn can be a blessing to others! 
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November is the threshold to the Holiday Season.  Cooler weather and Thanksgiving come to mind.  Even 
if the weather is cool, Thanksgiving is a warm and close family time.  Then we move into December 1, 
2019, the First Sunday of Advent, and proceed Sunday by Sunday through December to the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent, then Christmas Eve and the big day itself, Christmas.  We keep moving on into New Year's Eve 
and New Year's Day, then it's 2020 and the Holiday bubble pops and we all settle down to life as usual. 
This end of excitement can trigger depression in someone whose life isn't running right, and somebody 
else has been hurting the whole time from Thanksgiving on, maybe heading toward Christmas lonely, or 
broke, or broken hearted, ill, or a victim of other life ravages.  The love and comfort of our friend and 
Savior Jesus Christ can begin a regrasping of the joys in life.    
 

A Stephen Minister is trained to listen to a person's problems and pray if desired and let the healing and 
searching for comfort and order in life begin.  With the love and comfort of Jesus, along with time and 
understanding, the situation focuses more clearly to think things through, find hope, begin to feel better 
and move on with life.  If you, or someone you know, would like a Stephen Minister, see or call Pastor 
Denise, a Stephen Leader or any Stephen Minister to get things rolling. 
 

              SUPPER CLUB 
 

 Supper Club will meet on Saturday, November 9th 
at 5:00 PM at Sergio’s Restaurant, 35233 FL-54 
in Zephyrhills.  The van will leave the church at 

4:00 PM.  Please contact Sue Reffit to make 
reservations.  All are welcome! 

 

 
TUESDAY SISTERS! 

 
Have you heard about Tuesday Sisters?  We meet each Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM
(except for the first Tuesday of the month) in the Fellowship Hall.  We will begin a 
special Advent study on November 12th and hope you will consider joining this group. 
Our Advent study will be based on the book, “Not A Silent Night:  Mary Looks Back to 
Bethlehem,” by Adam Hamilton.  You will find a spirit of joy and sisterhood as we 
gather.  Contact Pastor Denise if you would like more information. 
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HANGING OF THE GREENS AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

 
The first Sunday of Advent follows close on the heels of Thanksgiving this year on 
December 1st.  We will gather on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, November 30th, 
to decorate the church in preparation for this holy season of Advent.  The 
morning will start with a delicious pancake breakfast at 8:00 AM, followed by 
decorating activities.  The more volunteers, the easier and faster the decorations 
go up to make the church beautiful at this glorious time of year.  Patty 
Sturdevant will be our organizer this year and she appreciates your support.  More 
details will follow in your Sunday Bulletin!  If you have questions, contact Patty 
or the church office. 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
I would like to thank everyone who so generously and graciously gave something towards this years Harvest Festival 
Trunk or Treat.  Once again, we were overwhelmed by the amount of candy donated, which is such a blessing!  So 
many people volunteered their time and energy either in the planning stages or on the day of the Trunk or Treat.  This 
event would not be possible without all of you.  Thank you for everyone who prayed and for each committee member 
who gave time to the planning of this event so joyfully.  I am grateful for each and every one of you.  You humble me 
in your love for this community and your willingness to give back to them.  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
  
Rhonnie Besonday 
Trunk or Treat Committee Chair

 

 Daylight Savings Time ends November 3rd – don’t forget  
to “Fall back” an hour! 
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November Anniversaries 
 
              11/10      Mike & Cheryl Heath 

               11/21      Bob & Sharon Harmsen 
              11/29      John & Holly Neiswender 
                                                              

November Birthdays
 
     
   11/03     Bonnie Gray           11/18      Caleb Oakley 
   11/07     Sharon Harmsen    11/23      Judson Joyce   
   11/08        Lee Parrish             11/23      Jack Wilson 
   11/08      Ron Enriquez              11/24       Bette Armon  
   11/09      Joe Potter    11/25      Duane Wussow   
     11/14      John Geiger    11/27      Vicki Arndt   
   11/14      Pat Smith     11/30      Sue Smith 
   11/15      Ellen Oke        
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Prayer List 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for those in the Armed Forces: 
      Sr. Airman Jason Haas                   LSC (SS) Matthew E. Edwards                   
      Corporal Ashley Lawson, USMC              Capt. Connor McCubrey, USMC                        
      Lucas Brooking, USAF           L. Cpl. Nick Schneider, USMC 

John Britton 
Anne Brothers 
Barbara Campbell 
Marty Darbet 
Yvonne Daume 
Tim Franke 
Mardell Franke 
Taylor Hermeling 

Demetra Jones 
Eric Kalsey 
Paul Kneuss 
Jeff Levanduski 
Carson Linderman 
Lela MacLeod 
Diane Maddox 
Christy Miller 

Brian Oles 
Suzann Parrish 
Rebecca Rognas 
Michael Smith 
Gene Suprenant 
Larry Stickwood 
Laverne Torgerson 
Vera Wilson 
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“ Together We Serve” 

Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
 

Office:  (813) 782-7412          Fax:  (813) 782-4352 
E-mail: Firstpcz@verizon.net    Website:  Firstpcz.org 
 
 
 
Church Staff: 
 

Rev. Denise Lay, Pastor 

Cheryl Heath , Office Administrator 
Debbie Edwards, Director of Music 
Jason Edwards, Choir Director 
Tracy Clemmer, Nursery Attendant 
Anne Brothers, Pianist 
 

               

Session 
Megan Hall, Clerk of 
   Session 
Bob Crum, Treasurer 
 
Class of 2019 
Megan Hall 
John Knowles 
Martha Wilson 
 

Class of 2020 
Doug Dorgan 
Mardell Franke 
Rhonda Register 
 

Class of 2021 
Vicki Arndt 
Mary Margaret Trice 
Roy Marks 

Deacons 
Maggie Andersen, 
   Moderator 
 
 
 
 

Class of 2019 
Joyce McDonagh 
Thomas Todd 
Lea Torrey 
 

Class of 2020 
Maggie Andersen 
Ron Bergstrom 
Mary Funk 
 

Class of 2021 
Catherine Coffey 
Bob Crum 
Donna VanTassel 

       
The First Presbyterian  
Church of Zephyrhills 

5510 19th Street 
Zephyrhills, FL   33542 

(813) 782-7412 



NOVEMBER2019 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     01 02 
        

2:00 Boy Scouts 

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 
8:30 Adult SS 
10:00 Worship/ 
Communion 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:30 Cantata 
Rehearsal 
11:45 Team Meetings 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

6:30 Cub Scouts 
 

10:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
12:00 Mobile FP 
 

10:30 SM Leaders 
 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 ABS 
6:00 Classes 
7:00 Choir Practice 
 

8:30 Presbytery 
Meeting – Winter 
Haven 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 
 

 

9:00 King’s Men 
 
1:00-4:00 FH  
Reserved 
 
5:00 Supper Club 
 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
8:30 Adult SS 
10:00 Worship/SM 
Sunday 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:30 Cantata 
Rehearsal  

Veteran’s Day 
Office Closed  

10:00 Tuesday 
Sisters 
3:00 Thanksgiving 
Dinner Meeting 

12:30 Deacons 
 

5:30 Supper 
6:00 ABS 
6:00 Classes 
7:00 Choir Practice 

9:30 Food Pantry 
 
1:30 Admin Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

 

17 
8:30 Adult SS 
10:00 Worship 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:30 Cantata 
Rehearsal 
11:45 Session 

18 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Cub Scouts 

19 
 
10:00 Tuesday 
Sisters  

20 
 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 ABS 
6:00 Classes 
7:00 Choir Practice 

21 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Women’s Bunco 

22 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

23 
9:00 Thanksgiving 
Dinner Set-Up 

24 
8:30 Adult SS 
10:00 Worship 
 
3:00 Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

 

25 
 
 

3:00 SM Peer Group 
 
6:30 Cub Scouts 

26 
 
10:00 Tuesday 
Sisters 

27 
 
 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 ABS 
6:00 Classes 
7:00 Choir Practice 

28 
Office Closed 
Thanksgiving 

Day 

29 
Office Closed 

 
 
 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

30 
8:00 Pancake 
Breakfast/Decorate 
Church  

First Presbyterian Church of Zephyrhills 
5510 19th Street 

Zephyrhills, Florida    33542  

(813) 782-7412 

 

ABS     Adult Bible Study 
FP         Food Pantry 
SM       Stephen Ministry 
SS        Sunday School 


